By Bill Vidonic 

Times Staff 


BEAVER — Got to wonder if U.S. Sen. 
Arlen Specter will be visiting Beaver Coun- 
tv again any time soon. .. 

At a town meeting hosted Friday by the 
Pennsylvania Republican senator, he was 
accused of being a baby killer and being in- 
volved in a coverup of the assassination oi 
President Kennedy. 

After nearly 45 minutes of grilling, Helen 
Rock of Darlington Township stood up and 
said “Welcome to Beaver County, sir. 

“Really?” the U.S. senator asked some- 
what incredulously. _ 

Specter spoke to more than 50 at tne 
Beaver County Court House as part ot a 

quick tour ofthe Pittsburgh region. 

Though his past voting record would indi- 
cate he is pro-choice, Specter said he is 
against abortion as “a matter °f f ar ^iy " 
ues. I believe this is something that had to 
be handled within the family and church. 

“This is the most divisive issue in tne 
country since slavery,” Specter said, but 
added that there are instances when a doc- 
tor should decide if an abortion could save 


ticipated in the Warren Commission’s inves- 
tigation of Kennedy’s shooting. Specter said 
he had no reason to question the “single 
bullet” theory, one that says a bullet passed 
through Kennedy and into former Texas 
Gov. John Connally. 

John Fardo of Economy tried to hand 
Specter a videotape of a documentary 
called “Best Evidence.” On the tape, two 
doctors claimed the bronze casket that held 
Kennedy’s body was empty on its trip from 
Dallas to Bethesda Naval Hospital in Wash- 
ington, D.C. 

“He screwed up the whole Warren Com- 
mission report,” Fardo said of Specter. 

Before the public meeting, Specter spoke 
to a group of county Republican committee 
members. He said he’s not ready to an- 
nounce re-election plans, but hinted news 
will come soon. 

“Maybe you didn’t hear about it, but last 
year, I ran for president,” Specter said wry- 
ly. 

Specter said soon-to-be former Sen. Bob 
Dole will improve this summer in his Re- 
publican campaign for president, but admit- 
ted that Democratic President Bill Clinton 
“is a very astute campaigner.” 


Specter encounters hornet's 
nest on routine wisit to area 


a mother’s life. 

John O’Keefe of Monaca angrily took 
Specter to task for his abortion stance, 
while others sported pro-life T-shirts. 

“Killing babies is wrong, no matter what. 
You are a baby killer!” O’Keefe shouted, 
drawing boos and shouts to sit down from 
other audience members. 

Specter said he doesn’t believe the gov- 
ernment should step in and control abor- 
tion. Yet, he said he and fellow Pennsylva- 
nia Sen. Rick Santorum are introducing leg- 
islation that will teach abstinence for high 
school students and offer tax breaks for- 
adoptions. 

“You couldn’t even button Santorum’s 
shoes,” O’Keefe shouted. 

Rock and others from Darlington asked 
Specter for help in their ongoing fight 
against Envirotrol Inc.’s plans to expand its 
plant on Cannelton Road in Darlington 


Township. The group said they are not get- 
ting help from state agencies, and Specter 
said he would do what he could. 

John Tomich of Hope\yell Township ac- 
cused Specter of remaining in close contact 
with the Bosnian government while ignor- 
ing the concerns of American Serbians. 

Specter denied that charge, saying he 
didn’t feel the American government 
should have gotten involved in the Serb- 
Croatian civil conflict, sending troops into 
the war-torn region. 

“If we had not had an arms embargo, we 
would not have gotten involved in this,” 
Specter said. 

One of the most bizarre accusations came 
from a man who asked why Specter should 
not be charged after the fact as an accessory 
to the 1963 assassination of President John 
F. Kennedy. 

Specter was one of the lawyers who par- 



